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“Prescribe Aconite in the early stages of all feverish states” – George Macleod, MRCVS.                      Please block this

The phone rang in the night. The breathless voice on the line said, “Mystic is down and having difficulty breathing. Her mouth is open and her tongue is purple.”

A new patient, the 15 year old Appaloosa mare had previously been diagnosed with COPD. After a year of corticosteroids, bronchodilators and antihistamine therapy, the owners had been looking for any alternative therapy that would help Mystic to breathe.

When beginning a homeopathic prescription it is a good idea to reduce the allopathic drug doses as soon as possible. This hot and humid night in June 1997 
presented patient, owner and veterinarian with a crisis.

Recently the corticosteroids (Azium) had been discontinued, and now we were faced with a life and death decision. 


Should we return to the Azium or prescribe something totally different? An allopathic vet would most certainly have given a large dose of Azium or similar corticosteroid in the vein for such a serious condition.


Tim was ready for a change. In recent months, he had seen no improvements from the allopathic drugs. Tim wanted a cure if possible, but homeopathic palliation would be better than large doses of allopathic drugs and their accompanying side effects. Whatever we prescribed, compliance would be 100%.


The recommendation – Aconitum napellus 200C, to be dosed every 15 minutes. Within one hour Mystic was standing picking at her hay. She then walked outside and began nibbling at grass. 

Thirteen years later Mystic is active thanks to homeopathic Aconitum and other natural therapies. She no longer needs the allopathic drugs that the mare was given before June 1997. 
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Alleviate with Aconite

Almost every chapter of George McLeod’s books starts with the remedy Aconite.  It is a first line of defense medicine.   The homeopathic pharmacy prepares the monk’s hood plant to manufacture the remedy Aconitum napellus.  Aconite lends itself for those situations of sudden shock or trauma or acute illness.  At the first sign of illness, start with Aconite.  The medicine is reasonable priced and is well worth it to alleviate the pain and discomfort of flu symptoms. Aconite may be administered in the water supply two or three times daily.  First add five pellets into a four ounce 
bottle of clean water. Secure the lid tightly.  Next follow with 100 strong succussions with the hand against a hard but elastic body (such as a leather-bound book). This technique, referred to as PLUSSING will be appropriate when frequent repetition of a remedy is desired. 







Anxiety about health

Before clinical symptoms appear, energetic disruptions are occurring. The observant farmer and the observant holistic veterinarian sometimes will recognize disease before it becomes obvious to all. Even the untrained eye can see that an animal is unwell by the time symptoms become clinical. A child will look at the chick and say to his grandpa, “That one looks sick.”


The earliest indication is one of energy disruption. That is akin to an octogenarian who used to say “I feel like I am going to take the cold.” She is not yet clinically sick, yet there is a sense that her vital energy is dropping. This is the right time for Aconitum napellus or other acute therapy. At this stage some people increase vitamin C, or probiotics, or Echinacea.


The second stage follows closely after the first. The patient knows that he/she is becoming ill. Perhaps the symptoms are not noticed by people around but the patient is aware that they are becoming sick. The holistic physician/veterinarian will recognize it as well.



 ADJUST YOUR THINKING


Fear of pathogens can be counterproductive and sometimes people become paralyzed by such fear. Our responsibility as animal care givers is to augment the immune strength of our patients. If they are built up with optimum nutrition and homeopathic medicines, disease resistance against most bacterial and viral pathogens will be observed. 

In shirtsleeve English we might summarize our new thinking like this,

“Don’t worry about pathogens or try to develop more powerful drugs to kill pathogens. Build up the immune system of the body, and allow the body to kill the pathogens.”
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ATTACK WITH ACONITE

When asked our clients volunteered on what occasion they prescribed this most versatile homeopathic medicine. 

1. At the first sign of fever

2. At the first symptom of laminitis (founder)

3. When first detecting abnormal milk indicating mastitis

4. Before shipping or other stress
5. Before any surgery (dehorning, spaying, castration)

6. Fear with anxious restlessness
7. Injury or infection of the eye




ANXIETY ABOUT TRAVEL


Experienced homeopathic people know that Aconitum napellus is one of the most helpful medicines to lessen anxiety and also to help the body deal with panic attacks. Companion animals suffer with emotional symptoms like their owners. Travel sickness that is so common with cats and dogs respond well to Phosphorus, or Cocculus, or other remedies that help people. When there is excitement with anxiety and fear the homeopathic medicine of choice is Aconitum napellus, which acts similar to Rescue Remedy - best dosed frequently.  




AVIAN SPECIES - chuckers, chicks, and pet birds

Steven called to ask about his young chuckers (domesticated Quail). The flock had been at his place for three weeks and after the weather became cold and damp, they suddenly became ill. Steven described the symptoms: 



Clear eye discharge with sneezing


Many have chills and fever 


Birds are anxious and huddling together


Sudden onset with sneezing and diarrhea


10% have died in four days


The first prescription – Aconitum napellus 30C: the sickest birds being dosed directly orally and the rest via the drinking water. Chuckers drink more often than regular poultry chicks so you cannot medicate the water for more than two or three days.  Often the water of regular chickens can be medicated with homeopathic medications for five to seven days.
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Steven reported two days later. Since beginning Aconite 30C in the drinking water, about 1% of the young chuckers had died. The survivors were eating again and looked a bit better. With the addition of probiotic (Fastrack Liquid Dispersible, Conklin) and buffered vitamin C, the flock was on the way to recovery.




ACTION – ACONITE ACTED

The phone caller had an imploring tone. “My cattle are dying with pneumonia- like symptoms. We are losing cattle of all ages; what is funny is that mature cows die faster than calves.”


The farmer is certified organic. As is often the case, the local veterinary profession is not equipped with approved therapeutics.

During such life threatening epidemics, the principles of homeopathy and the medicines of homeopathy are equally important.


            
Principles of Homeopathy 



The Simillimum - Let like be cured by like



The minimum dose and the fewest doses



Find the Genus Epidemicus – study many patients



Healing begins in the most vital organs – moving to less 


vital organs


Homeopathic medicines for pneumonia-like symptoms:



Aconitum napellus



Ferrum phosphorica



Bryonia Alba



Sulphur



Phosphorus



The first effective prescription of Aconitum napellus given hourly for the young stock made a dramatic difference. Calves began eating and drinking again; they could breathe through their nostrils and their fevers were coming down.



On the other hand, older cattle appeared only slightly improved after Aconite. Many were mouth breathing with head extended, and one or two would die each day. Most cows had a body temperature of 106 F or higher.
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 Both farmer and veterinarian on site had learned that for this epidemic dosing with aspirin or NSAID (Banamine) would insure death for most of the animals. Antibiotics proved to be non-therapeutic and of no value. Even Belladonna 200C did not change the downward course of the disease in the adult cattle.

When presented with situations like this, the team approach is critical. Intuition of team members will be considered important. The veterinarian on site articulated his opinion. His input was invaluable, as was that of a holistic veterinarian 250 miles away in the same country.

The team’s plan: perform a fresh necropsy on the next cow that dies; send a sample of lung tissue to the veterinary laboratory for diagnosis and forward a small portion of diseased lung tissue for nosode preparation by the homeopathic pharmacy.


Therapeutic plan: Vitamin C 10,000 mg. AM and PM





  B-Complex AM and PM





  Probiotic Ruminant Gel AM and PM


Twelve days after the epidemic began, the phone rang.

 
“It’s over! The homeopathic medicine manufactured from the lung tissue arrived yesterday. Every live animal on the farm received a dose of the 200C. All the cows immediately began to eat. We gave the sick cows a second dose last night.”


“It was amazing! This morning we had only three sick cows and they had become so much better. We gave those animals one additional dose of 200C.” 


No further medicines were needed. It was advised to taper off the Vitamins C and B-Complex over the next five days, and to continue the probiotics (Fastrack microbial pack) for at least 60 more days.


   









     





ATYPICAL PNEUMONIA


Springtime in Idaho sometimes brings cases of Acute Atypical Pneumonia in ruminants. Bill had one such animal in his organic dairy. Symptoms include high fever (106 – 108), rapid respiration, sunken eyes, mouth breathing, and change in body shape. The lungs tend to be wet and congested with alveolar blowout. 


Change in body shape is due to trapped air under the hide. If the animal lives to see another day, much of the air from the lung blowout rises to the top of the back. Pressing on the skin over the backbone which is puffed like a balloon elicits a cracking sound.
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Therapy consisted of Belladonna, Carbo veg and Aconite given hourly for 5 doses each and in that order. Supportive measures included Fastrack Gel, Vitamin C and electrolytes.

The illness hit in late March. I next spoke with Bill in May and inquired about the cow with Atypical Pneumonia. 


His reply, “Her recovery took nearly three weeks. We had to repeat Carbo-veg the second time and finished with Sulphur. That cow is well now and is still in the herd.”

 Bill has learned that with homeopathic medications and supportive therapies, animals can recover and stay in the herd being productive again. Successful organic farmers avoid any drug that will suppress a healthy immune response. Consequently, they always have animals to sell and never have to buy replacement cattle.

Note: George Macleod’s books may be purchased from Acres USA. 
Fastrack Ruminant Gel is manufactured by the Conklin Company and has been approved by many organic certifiers. Fastrack may be purchased from the authors. 
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