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ATTENTION!     ATTENTION!


 New web site – www.clarkvetclinic.com  Visit the 


site for new information, new links and a special 


look at the full color equine caricatures.

During the North African Campaign in WWII a skillful homeopathic medical doctor had many under his care. Each morning he could be observed making rounds in the field hospitals.

The routine consisted of the same question followed by the same order.


Question - “How are you today?


Order – “Stick out your tongue.” 


Homeopathic prescribing requires one to become an observer. Those persons who want to be successful as caregivers of alpacas and other livestock will become good observers. One who refuses to take time for observing the animals under his care will never become an effective holistic practitioner.



Care of Teeth For Alpacas

Periodic dental exams with filing (or floating) of cheek teeth with spurs, hooks and other points is recommended. The tools needed are those developed for miniature horses. The hacksaw blade and wire cutters are not proper tools. The use of Gigli wire in the proper hands can be effective in trimming hooks from the canine fighting teeth. 

A speculum and penlight will help you to observe the tongue, gums, and mucous membranes as well as the arcade. Most patients require light sedation; however the use of homeopathic Aconitum napellus will help to reduce fear during dental procedures. Some 
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owners report that dosing with Rescue Remedy after Aconitum napellus decreases fear and anxiety even more.



Prevention of Abscesses 

Three homeopathic medicines are indicated to improve the integrity of gums, teeth and roots.

1. Arnica montana – This premier trauma medicine is indicated for all sorts of tissue injury, especially when course, highly lignified forage damages the gums. Dosing AM and PM for seven days speeds the healing of traumatized tissues.
2. Calcarea phosphoricum – Young developing crias require the minerals calcium and phosphorus for integrity of   connective tissue, bones, and teeth. Dosing once or twice weekly with the 30C potency will do much to improve overall oral health.
3. Thuja occidentalis – The primary indications are that teeth begin to decay at the gum and roots. This dental condition is often observed in animals that have been given antibiotics or frequent vaccinations. When this has been the animal’s history, dosing with the 30C potency once daily for seven days is indicated.


Treatment of abscessed roots
1. Hepar sulph calcareum – The jaw bone is very painful and sensitive to pressure. She resists examination and palpation. Dosing with 30X or 30C three times daily will encourage drainage.

2. Silicea 30X or 30C – Wound is draining and less painful. Dosing two or three times daily will encourage complete drainage and granulation in the socket.
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3. Wound wash #3 – This liquid combination of several homeopathic medications with myrrh may be used as a compress or wound flush mixed with an isotonic saline.  Available from Treatment Options is a prescription only product.  



Cases From the Files

The Hepar sulph/Silicea connection has given encouraging results in the treatment of abscessed tooth roots in the camelid.  A six year old breeding male developed a swelling of hard fibrous tissue with a chronic history of a draining tract and chewing difficulty.  Treatment with antibiotics had not been successful thus necessitating extraction.  The extraction was difficult due to tenacious, divergent roots and reduced space within the mouth.  Post extraction, a soft, sensitive swelling of the left mandible developed.  The male was given Hepar Sulph 200c orally b.i.d. for seven days.


  During the same month a camelid gelding was presented with a history of recurrent mandibular abscesses where a fighting tooth had been sawed off at the gum line two years earlier.  During the past year he had been treated intermittently with several different antibiotics.  Physical exam revealed a firm swelling, slightly sensitive to pressure with a scant, gray discharge.  Treatment: Silicea 200c s.i.d. for ten days, with Hylands teething tabs to follow s.i.d. for two weeks.  Both animals responded positively.

Hylands Teething Tablets first developed for children, contain several homeopathic medicines (Calcarea phos, Chamomilla, Coffea cruda, & Belladonna HPUS) in low potency and in combination. Because of the soft milk sugar base, Hylands Teething Tablets dissolve instantly on the tongue. In young alpacas or older dental patients effective dosing is twice daily for two weeks.
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Dosing with Homeopathy

Three advantages of homeopathic medicines are ease of

dosing, environmental safety, and lack of side effects. One dose for the typical adult would be five larger pellets (#35s) or ten smaller pellets (#25s). Dosing of alpacas and other timid livestock can be performed with any of the following methods:

1. Dry pellets gently put into the mouth.

2. Dry pellets mixed with 5ml of water and gently squirted or trickled into the mouth.

3. Pellets mixed with a little grain or a favorite snack and offered voluntarily. 

4. Pellets dissolved in a clean spray bottle with filtered water and gently misted on the animal’s muzzle and eyes.
5. Dissolving pellets in the drinking water supply so that with each drink they receive a dose.



Farm First Aid Kit

The CLARK VETERINARY CLINIC, INC. Homeopathic Farm Kit contains 40 medicines frequently used for farm animals. A laminated insert instructions booklet is included. The medicines and book are enclosed in a heavy plastic box for safety. Each bottle contains approximately 28 doses of a single homeopathic medicine in either the 30C or 200C potency.  Kits are available by calling the tool free number 1-888-327-6838 during the weekday.
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Complementary Therapies 


Fastrack probiotic is indicated at times of fever, infection, or decrease in appetite. Pathogenic bacteria double their numbers every 10 minutes, while beneficial (probiotic) organisms that are more fragile double their numbers every 30 minutes. One can easily understand why the friendly bacteria that protect the sick camelid can quickly become overwhelmed by pathogenic E-coli, or Salmonella, or Campylobacter. 


Animals with infected dental roots need daily probiotic feeding. When there has been substantial antibiotic use in the past, probiotic organisms will help to reestablish a balance in the small intestine. Yogurt and kefir are good supplements but on their own do not appear to be able to establish a normal gut flora profile.


 In the very young nursing cria one may dose orally or coat the nipple with Fastrack Jumpstart Gel and allow the cria to nurse it from the teat. This has been a useful technique in goats and mares with tender and chapped nipples. Dosing the neonate just before nursing and providing the dam with her own probiotic will boost the immune competency for both mom and baby.



Submitted by: C. Edgar Sheaffer, VMD





      Bonnie M. Sheaffer, RN
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