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“Farming is easier with homeopathy than without it.”


Recently a young farmer called to order homeopathic medications for his herd of cattle. He volunteered, “I took over the farm from my dad several years ago. He had farmed here nearly 30 years and always used homeopathic medicine for the cattle and other livestock. Dad even treated himself with Arnica montana after an accident when a tree fell on him, breaking his leg. He kept repeating the Arnica and Calcarea phos for two days before he would allow the doctors to apply a cast, because he had tremendous swelling. The homeopathic medications did their job; the swelling went down, the cast applied after 24 hours, and the bone healed.”

“When I took charge of the cows and the herd, I thought that I could farm and make a profit without homeopathy. I have learned that it is a lot easier to farm with homeopathy than without homeopathy.”




pREVENTION OF Scar Tissue


Farmers and veterinarians using homeopathic medications will soon realize that they are able to help the animal patient being labeled “incurable”. A common condition in the category of being incurable is scar tissue formation. 

Prevention of cervical and vaginal scar tissue after a difficult birthing can be accomplished by dosing with Arnica montana as closely following the trauma as is possible. Arnica will cooperate with the body by naturally reducing swelling and bleeding. 

Topical preparations containing Calendula officinalis will augment the action of Arnica and help to prevent scarring. Lotions and ointments are easy to apply to damaged vaginal mucosa. Judicious use of these will get your heifers eating, drinking and lactating on schedule.
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Silicea for MOUTH CARE

The Hepar sulph/Silicea connection has given encouraging results in the treatment of abscessed tooth roots in the all species.  
1. Hepar sulph calcareum – The jaw bone is very painful and 
sensitive to pressure. She resists examination and palpation. 
Dosing with 30X or 30C 3 times daily will encourage 
drainage.


2. Silicea 30X or 30C – Wound is draining and less painful. 
Dosing 2 or 3 times daily will encourage complete drainage 
and granulation in the socket.






3. Wound wash #3 – This liquid combination of several 
homeopathic medications with myrrh may be used as a 
compress or wound flush mixed with an isotonic saline.  
Available from Treatment Options (1-800-234-8879); it is a 
prescription item 
 
A six year old breeding llama male developed a swelling of hard fibrous tissue with a chronic history of a draining tract and chewing difficulty.  Treatment with antibiotics had not been successful thus necessitating extraction.  The extraction was difficult due to tenacious, divergent roots and reduced space within the mouth.  Post extraction, a soft, sensitive swelling of the left mandible developed.  The sire was given Hepar Sulph 200c orally b.i.d. for 7 days.


  A camelid gelding had a history of recurrent mandibular abscesses where a fighting tooth had been sawed off at the gum line two years earlier.  During the past year he had been treated intermittently with several different antibiotics.  Physical exam revealed a firm swelling, slightly sensitive to pressure with a scant, gray discharge.  Treatment: Silicea 200c s.i.d. for 10 days, with 
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Hylands teething tabs to follow s.i.d. for 2 weeks.  Both animals responded positively.


Hylands Teething Tablets first developed for children, contain several homeopathic medicines (Calcarea phos, Chamomilla, Coffea cruda, & Belladonna HPUS) in low potency and in combination. Because of the soft milk sugar base, Hylands Teething Tablets dissolve instantly on the tongue. In young animals (foals, crias, and pet animals) or older dental patients effective dosing is twice daily for 2 weeks.
CAUTION! SILICEA SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN TO ANY PERSON OR ANIMAL WITH AN IMPLANT! Just like it can remove scar tissue, it may remove an implant as a foreign body.


                    EASE OF DOSING
Three advantages of homeopathic medicines are ease of

dosing, environmental safety, and lack of side effects. One dose for the typical adult would be five larger pellets (#35s) or ten smaller pellets (#25s). Dosing of alpacas and other timid livestock can be performed with any of the following methods:

1. Dry pellets gently put into the mouth.

2. Dry pellets mixed with 5ml of water and gently squirted or trickled into the mouth.

3. Pellets mixed with a little grain or a favorite snack and offered voluntarily. 

4. Pellets dissolved in a clean spray bottle with filtered water and gently misted on the animal’s muzzle and eyes.

5. Dissolving pellets in the drinking water supply so that with each drink they receive a dose.
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silicea for Seedy Toe

As this young farmer continues his “on the job” training, he’ll probably face a case of Seedy Toe.  Pain isn’t any fun.  Seedy toe is a complication of chronic laminitis due to a separation of sensitive and insensitive laminae allowing infection to build under the wall. Purulent material will ooze from the white line at the front of the toe.  The animal will show severe lameness.  Protection of the hoof is a must.  If the animal steps on anything hard or uneven, severe pain will shoot up the toe.  It would be like a human being hitting their “crazy bone”.  The goal in this condition is to get all the infection out and fill in the areas with healthy hoof.  Best remedies to consider would be Hepar sulphuris calcareum and Calendula officinalis in potency.  Hepar sulph should be continued for as long as the animal is experiencing pain. Potentized Calendula is indicated for White Line Disease that occurs at the same time as Seedy Toe and becomes part of the symptom picture.  Once that pain is reduced then the next remedy will likely be Silicea.  The rhythm and pace of the illness needs to be honored.  Giving Silicea at first may short circuit the condition and disrupt the healing pace.  All children need to crawl before they walk.  All seedy toe cases need Hepar or Calendula before they need Silicea. 



Acute Becomes Chronic

Abscesses on a farm can occur at anytime.  Learning the sequence of healing will avoid a more complicated problem.  In one case the owner was in a hurry and tried to short circuit the process. Generally, abscesses treated homeopathically utilize three medicines in specific order.  One could relate it to building a barn. Building barn from the roof down will not work.  A builder must start with the foundation.  This is also the situation with 
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homeopathic medicines.  Hepar sulph is the foundational remedy in abscesses. 


The first medication should be Hepar Sulph.  When the abscess is completely drained, follow with a few doses of Silicea to aid healing from the inside out.  A few patients will require a third medicine, Myristica, to complete drainage and healing.  One might say the 75 percent will respond to Hepar sulph, 20 percent of the remaining will respond to Silicea, and the final 5 percent will respond to Myristica.


In one case the owner was in a hurry and elected to give Myristica first.  NO response occurred.  Later Silicea was tried with only a weak response.  An acute case that should have resolved in three to five days dragged on to become a chronic one.  A severe illness resulted with cellulites, lymphangitis and diffuse infection.  For several days, the fever was 104 degrees, the appetite depressed and the mare could only move very slowly due to swellings of the hip, leg, flank and chest.  Intensive supportive therapy was required including daily soaks, probiotics and reluctantly, antibiotics.  After four weeks, the abscess burst and drained.  Using careful prescribing of homeopathic medicines, the equine patient was slowly guided back to health.  Convalescent medicines were Sulphur 30c daily for five days followed by Silicea 200c once weekly for three weeks, the Thuja 200c once weekly for three weeks.



THERAPIES THAT AUGMENT

Direct-fed microbials are indicated for livestock under stress

The mare had been vaccinated with a contaminated needle and
 an abscess resulted. Beneficial probiotic organisms compete in 
   the GI system with the pathogens. When offered at the first stress, and continued daily, there is an opportunity for the beneficial bacteria to outnumber the pathogenic bacteria. In a perfect situation, abscesses or infections would not occur because of probiotic pressure from within.
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In practice, Fastrack Gel (Conklin Co.) has been shown to help the appetite of livestock with fever, diarrhea, and the stress of transportation. It should be given first in colic and any digestive upset. Like homeopathic medicines, this product is one important first action that a farmer can perform until the veterinarian arrives.

SILICEA FOR SCAR TISSUE
When abscesses do occur, without proper therapy they lead to scarring. Scars from over healing have been referred to as exuberant granulation, and should be avoided at all costs.

However, one can prescribe homeopathic medicines anyway along the course and regulate the granulation process. Silicea is one such homeopathic medicine to be used carefully and to great effect.


Farmers and veterinarians using homeopathic medications will soon realize that they are able to help the animal patient being labeled “incurable”. Farmer Amos asked that I examine one of his best cows. She had calved five months earlier, but had not yet conceived her next calf. Upon internal inspection, I found the right ovary to be four times the normal size and hard as a baseball. In addition, the right ovary and fallopian tube felt as if they were incased in scar tissue.

“Can we do anything to save her? Is there any possibility that she can conceive on the left side?”


We recommended Silicea. Even though another veterinarian had previously done an exam and said nothing could be done, Amos wanted to pursue homeopathy. Dosing with Silicea 30C once daily for two weeks, then once weekly for two months saved the cow. She went on to have several more calves and lived to a ripe old age. 
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EASIER WITH HOMEOPATHY 


Anyone caring for livestock must accept the reality that all animals have a measure of chronic disease within.  If not properly prescribed, conventional drugs, or herbs, or homeopathic drugs can add to the level of chronic disease.  Both the human and animal bodies heal by known physiological and biochemical mechanisms.  The livestock caregiver needs to choose a medical regimen which will augment rather than hinder that process. 

Having your first aid kit stocked and in good order give animal care givers peace of mind knowing that they can do something in acute situations to help the patient. No wonder our young farmer said. “Life is easier with homeopathy than without it.”





Submitted by: C. Edgar Sheaffer, VMD







     Bonnie M. Sheaffer, RN
CAUTION! SILICEA SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN TO ANY PERSON OR ANIMAL WITH AN IMPLANT! Just like it can remove scar tissue, it may remove an implant as a foreign body.
