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Homeopathic medicine offers the consumer a readily available source of health care for a myriad of first aid and acute care situations.  Not a substitute for a primary care physician or veterinarian but a complementary alternative safety net.  Homeopathic pharmacies make available various homeopathic kits to the health care professions and lay public.  Each one is similar, yet slightly different in its content.  Choice of the kit would be a personal selection based on contents, need and financial considerations.  The most important point is to have one available and bottles filled at all times.  Life has a way of making one thankful for those “little white pills”.

Homeopathic medicine is not just for certified organic farms. It has been widely employed in humane farming, natural farming, and conventional farming operations. Animals of all species thrive on the natural non-toxic preparations where there are no side effects and no with-drawl times for milk, eggs or meat. Every carefully given dose of homeopathic medicine given benefits the patient, the environment and the family finances. 



CALVING PARALYSIS


According to The Merck Veterinary Manual (2005), “Calving paralysis or obturator paralysis is paresis (or paralysis) of the adductor and caudal thigh muscles of the hind limbs.  The condition is a result of intrapelvic damage, primarily to the ventral branch of the L6 spinal nerve, a major contributor the obturator and sciatic nerves; direct obturator nerve damage may also occur.  These lesions are most frequently associated with dystocia, with signs of paralysis, paresis, or ataxia or one or both hind limbs.  The condition is most common in cows, but other species also may be 
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affected.  Nerve injury occurs when the fetus lies in the pelvic 
canal for an extended period, or when a large fetus is forced through the pelvic canal,” homeopathic treatment choices would include:


∙ First day – Arnica 30C or 200C, four times daily


∙Second day – alternate Arnica and Hypericum 200C, four times daily


∙Third day – alternate Conium Mac 200C and Hypericum 200C, four times daily


 Fourth day – most are up and walking on day two or three, but if not dose with Conium maculata 200C three times daily to full recovery.


Supportive therapy:


∙Fresh dry deep bedding


∙Turning the cow from side to side every few hours.


∙Probiotics Fastrack Ruminant Gel or Jump Start Gel (Conklin) is a good choice to maintain digestive function.


∙Offer good quality hay and water every two hours.


∙If no evidence of hypercalcemia exists, the calf may be allowed to nurse.




COLIFORM MASTITIS


Life threatening situations like acute mastitis and especially Coliform mastitis cases demand more frequent dosing of natural medicines and more frequent initiation of support therapy – in this case, stripping of the affected quarter,  Symptoms of Coliform mastitis may include; cold skin, depressed state, head held at half-mast, fatigued muscles an hard and hot quarter.  The milk may be watery or watery with red-brown blood or it may look and smell like calf scours.  Usually not much can be milked out.  From the farm kit, the remedy Lachesis and Pyrogen should be considered.  If the discharge is watery and offensive – choose Lachesis 30C four times daily for two to three days.  If the cow has a rapid pulse
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with a low body temperature – choose Pyrogen 200C three times daily or four times daily for three days.  E-Coli nosode once daily along with the other homeopathic medicines may be instituted for the following five days, the once weekly for three to five weeks.  Support therapy would include: vitamin C, 5-10 grams daily, B- complex orally or by injection once daily and probiotics (Conklin’s Fastrack Ruminant Gel) twice daily.  Hourly stripping and udder massage using Mastocream (Homeopet, INC) or Phytolacca cream should be instituted.  




Bovine Foot Rot


Three cows in a herd of Jerseys developed symptoms of foot rot. The affected cows had hoof lameness, swelling and lesions. The conventional veterinarian on site warned that infection would likely spread to the entire herd. The in-state homeopathic veterinarian dosing the entire herd with foot rot nosode, a product by Ainsworth Homeopathic Pharmacy in London, England and available from homeopathic suppliers in the USA. Using 15 gallon tubs, the entire herd was dosed in the drinking water three times daily for three days. Active cases were treated individually with Hepar sulph calcareum.


Three days later, all previous cases had recovered and no new cases occurred. One month later, a Milking Shorthorn bull was brought on to the farm for breeding purposes. After receiving permission form the owner of the bull, the animal was given the Foot Rot nosode. While on the farm for two months, the bull remained foot-rot free. When the Shorthorn bull returned home, a “clean-up” Jersey bull was then brought on to the farm. On farm demands of time and energy prevented the Jersey from being treated with the foot-rot nosode. As a result, the Jersey bull developed foot-rot within a matter of days.






-3-


Wire Cuts and Wounds

Superficial cuts – Calendula orally and topically


Deeper cuts – Hypericum topically and Ledum or Hypericum orally


Neglected cases – those for which it is too late to suture without extensive skin grafts – Hepar sulph three times daily until any purulent discharge (pus) has subsided and sensitivity (pain) is diminished. Once pain has subsided, follow with Silicea once or twice daily until healing is complete.


Ideally, many lacerations should be sutured within six hours after the injury. However, in reality, some horses are not seen on a daily basis, and their wounds may be old wounds where radical trimming and debriding of tissue is necessary before closure can be attempted. Healing time and cost has now become increased. We have found that medical management using homeopathic preparations with new or old lacerations generally yields satisfactory results.


         Tumbling Accidents


Sometimes injuries involve the entire body, not just one limb. A Walking Horse mare took a tumble while galloping with the herd on an ice covered paddock. In addition to soft tissue damage fore and aft, the dorsal processes of the sacral vertebrae and the lateral processes of the cervical vertebrae sustained fractures. The mare had lost much of her ability to move forward, and seemed to have lost proprioception of both hind quarters. (Proprioception is the ability to know and feel where ones limbs are located.) The mare could no longer lower her head to the left, and forcing the head to the right caused great pain.


For the first week Arnica montana orally and topically three times daily resulted in noticeable daily improvement. On week two the owners provided light chiropractic care; the homeopathic
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 prescription changed to Magnesia phosphorica three times daily
 and Colocynthis twice daily. These medications relieved the drawing pains in the muscles in her neck and back.


Convalescent medications include Ruta graveolens to heal connective tissue and Symphytum to aid in the healing of bone. 



TOXIC COLIC


A 12-year-old racking gelding developed signs of colic – decreased intestinal activity, absence of manure and lack of thirst.

Twelve hours later a course of Nux Vomica, no change in the horse’s condition was noted.  A veterinary examination revealed a constipated animal with a dry mouth and dilated, dry eyes.  Belladonna 200C was given hourly three times.  Three hours later, the animal was improved.  The source of the problem appeared to have been ingestion of toxic nightshade.  A horse normally leaves that plant alone.  However, a broad-leaf herbicide used by the land owner may have made the nightshade less bitter, thus making it more appealing to the horse.  




CONCLUSION


For the animal owner and caregiver, it is vital to have a plan.  It may be likened to a fire-escape plan.  My family or my employees need to know an escape route from a burning building.    A homeopathic kit is like the fire extinguisher – properly positioned and charged ready for use.  Knowledge from previous experience and resources (persons and textbooks) are like the routes planned for an escape route.  In emergency and chronic cases, the medicines in a homeopathic kit are readily available any hour of the day or night.  





Submitted by: C. Edgar Sheaffer, VMD






     Bonnie M. Sheaffer, RN
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