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Homeopathy is called for in a wide array of animal conditions. It shines as first aid in the acute and shows its uniqueness in the strange rare and peculiar. Some examples from our case files: 
Your cat goes to the litter-box every 15 minutes.

Arsenicum album 30C every ½ hr. for 3 doses. 

Your Sheltie suddenly refuses to leave the house to go on walks.

Phosphorus 200C daily for three days.

Your Jack Russell (dog) injuries his hind leg, tearing his cruciate ligament. 


Arnica montana 30C three times daily for 5 days, followed by Ruta graviolens 30C twice daily.

Your horse gets whipped in the eye with reins by accident.


Aconitum napellus 200C hourly for 5 doses.

Your grandchild develops acute otitis in one ear; it is red, hot and tender.


Belladonna 200C hourly for three doses.
Homeopathic medicines can bring relief to patients suffering from mysterious chronic toxic conditions as well.
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The New Canary in the Mine Shaft
Is equine ulcer disease the new threat of the twenty-first century, or is it warning of worse conditions on the horizon? One veterinary supplier has 23 different medications for the treatment of equine ulcers. 

Humans still ravenously ingest antacids; human medicine has traded gastric ulcers for esophageal and throat cancer and a host of other more serious ailments. 

No one thinks of comparing horses to canaries in the mine shaft, but it would behoove learned homeopaths to think about it. 





Historical Perspective

At the 1942 annual meeting of the AIH, Dr. H. W. Eikenberry exhorted the thousands of practitioners present to get involved in agriculture. 
To paraphrase: “when my home state of Indiana was founded, it boasted 9 to 12 inches of topsoil. Today barely 3 inches remains due to faulty farming and forestry practices.”
Dr. Eikenberry decried the use of chemical fertilizers, the lack of any system of composting, or biological soil enrichment as well as widespread strip deforestation. He described his (human) patients’ current nutritional deficiencies that he had not observed in the earlier years of homeopathic medical practice.
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Today’s Abuses of our topsoil

The makers of Roundup herbicide and Roundup Ready seeds continually promote the products as safe. The stated reason for
 Roundup Ready GMO use world-wide is the reduction in herbicide application.
 “Once glyphosate touches the soil, it becomes inert and completely harmless. There are no residual toxic effects from its application to weeds.”
Dr. Donald Huber, emeritus professor of plant pathology, Purdue University has found just the opposite situation in his twenty plus years of plant disease research. 
“The widespread use of glyphosate that we see today in agriculture in the United States can significantly increase the severity of various plant diseases, impair plant defense to pathogens and diseases, immobilize soil and plant nutrients rendering them unavailable for plant use. Ignoring potential non-target detrimental side effects of any chemical, especially (one) used as heavily as glyphosate, may have dire consequences for agriculture such as rendering soils infertile, crops non-productive, and plants less nutritious. To do otherwise might well compromise not only agricultural sustainability, but also the health and well-being of animals and humans.”
Question: Proponents of glyphosate say that it is environmentally benign. Would you agree with that assessment?
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Dr. Huber: “Absolutely not. That’s an outright mistaken notion. Glyphosate is the single most important agronomic factor predisposing some plants to both disease and toxins. These toxins can produce a serious impact on the health of animals and humans. Toxins produced can infect the root and the head of the plant and be transferred to the rest of the plant. The toxin levels in straw can be high enough to make cattle and pigs infertile.”



Glyphosate – An Intense Mineral Cheater
“The introduction of such an intense mineral cheater into the food chain through accumulation in feed, forage, and food, and root exudation into ground water could pose significant health concerns for animals and humans and needs further evaluation. Micronutrients such as manganese, copper, potassium, iron, magnesium, calcium and zinc are essential to human health. All of them can be reduced in availability by glyphosate; mineral nutrients are less in glyphosate treated plants. We are seeing a reduction in nutrient quality in food crops.”

“There are also reports of stomach lesions produced by the Roundup Ready (genetically modified) gene. These reactions need to be studied and there needs to be a lot more information that we do not (yet) have.  This type of research has been prevented by a lack of access to information.”
“It is hard to find an acre of cropland that has not (had glyphosate herbicides) applied to it in the last three years.” [The Organic & Non-GMO Report. Volume 1, Issue 5, May 2010 pg. 4-6] 
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  Gastric Ulcers in Livestock

The incidence of gastric ulcers in cattle and pigs in on the increase and this disease in racing and performance horses may be as high as 90% at certain stables. Gastric inflammation can be initiated in the equine species by depriving a horse of hay and grass for just a few days. As in the cow and pig, feeding only highly processed, finely ground grain by products will produce inflammatory lesions on the non-glandular squamous mucosa (lesser curvature) of the stomach in just two to seven days. It is postulated that stress and continued training or racing will force gastric juices into the glandular mucosa leading to pre-ulcerative inflammation of the fundus, pylorus, duodenum, and the esophagus. [The Merck Veterinary Manual, Tenth ed. 2010; pg. 197-204]                                                                                                                     Symptoms include: loss of appetite; beginning to eat then walking away; bruxism (grinding the teeth); diarrhea; lying in dorsal recumbancy; and ptyalism (spitting or drooling saliva).





Connecting the Dots

Common sense speaks loudly if we will but listen. Dr. Eichenbury observed a developing problem in the 1940s which he stated that the agricultural community was not recognizing, and he implored the homeopathic community to become aware of it and take action. Destruction of top soil, loss of organic matter in fields, depleted nutrients in crops have a direct consequence on human and animal physical and physiological happiness.
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The homeopathic practitioner should be the first to connect the dots. For the patient with ulcers, homeopathic medications can bring relief.                        

Prescribing the simillimum in combination with probiotics (direct fed microbials), change of diet, added nutriceuticals, and lifestyle changes can give a high degree of success. The holistic approach is the only way to address and change the etiology and affect a cure. 
“Murphy” is an equine patient that helps us to connect the dots. 




Murphy’s Symptom picture
Painful ulcers of stomach and duodenum

Spitting and drooling saliva and stomach contents

Bruxism and the desire to bite down on wood and hard objects
Discomfort during and after eating

Frequent attacks of colic
Attack of colic on Oct. 12, 2010 with great pain, reflux, and eventual impaction. Rarely do horses vomit and when they do, the reflux comes out through the nostrils. Murphy was actually drooling and spitting from his mouth when at his worst. 
Endoscopic exam the following week revealed multiple gastric and duodenal lesions; many fresh ulcers not in a healing stage. 
The referring veterinarian was surprised by his findings. The patient is Connemara/ Thoroughbred gelding and has in the past acted as a rather laidback Connemara/ Thoroughbred gelding. However, genetics 
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is definitely a factor here. Murphy’s dam was on the racetrack for four years and never lost a race until retirement. His sire is a champion Irish Connemara jumping horse.




Conventional Drug Therapy  
Omeprazole - a proton-pump inhibitor, blocking the proton pump of the gastric parietal cell, inhibiting acid secretion.
Sucralfate – an anti-ulcerative drug with a cyto-protective effect in the GI mucosa.

Murphy’s total symptom picture leads me to consider several remedies. I sent 8 and ended up using 5 over the course of four months. Hair Analysis Report revealed high levels of Aluminum, Cadmium, Iron and Magnesium. Deficient minerals are Copper, Sulphur, Iodine, Selenium and Zinc.



Fastrack Equine Products


Fastrack Equine Gel formulated for acute therapy and can be instrumental in healing the gastric mucosa. It is a fraction of the cost of conventional therapies, and actually heals rather than just decreasing acid production. 


Fastrack Equine Microbial Pack has added enzymes to improve digestive efficiency as well as providing L-lactate producing microbial organisms.

 
Fastrack Fortifier has anti-inflammatory enzymes from natural sources. It contains sage, garlic, chicory, pineapple enzymes and bergamot, along with trace minerals.  -7-
Murphy’s owner began using all three Fastrack Equine supplements as the conventional drugs were being eliminated.

Remedies studied – Keynote symptoms
Arnica montana - bleeding, bruising, pain, fear of approach.
Phosphorus – irritates, inflames, and degenerates mucous membranes; water vomited as soon as it warms in the stomach.
Cuprum metallicum – spasmodic affections with cramping pains; violent intermittent colic with (sometimes forceful) vomiting of fluids.
Calcarea phosphoricum – colicky pain at every attempt to eat.
Symphytum officionalis – in all potencies it stimulates the epithelial cells on ulcerated surfaces. By reputation it may be prescribed for eye and bone injuries, bone fractures, periostitis, and ulcers.           

 Nux vomica – genetics leads one to consider this remedy for the busy hard driving patient.




Questions That May Save Lives

What are the ingredients in the feed? Is it GMO oats, Roundup Ready Soybeans, and Roundup sprayed beet pulp? How about the forage? Have the hayfields been sprayed with Roundup or other herbicides? 

In our present regulatory climate, there is no way to tell.

Are you beginning to connect the Dots?
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Postscript
Murphy is on a road to recovery. Daily he receives two doses of a homeopathic medicine, a calcium supplement and the three Fastrack Equine supplements. The owners are in the process of removing all GMO feed from his diet.

Submitted by: C. Edgar Sheaffer, VMD and Bonnie M. Sheaffer, RN
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