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The question of worming in the domesticated animal by homeopathy is a contentious one inasmuch as homeopathic remedies do not actually act as vermicides.  A vermicide is a product that actually kills or paralyses the parasite. In contrast, the theory behind homeopathic worming is based on the observation of the patient and fecal results.  It appears that while not actually killing the worms, certain homeopathic medications appear to render the stomach and intestinal tract unsuitable for the establishment or development of worms.  This has proved successful in horses and cattle so it is reasonable to assume that the same procedure will be benefit other species of livestock. 
The general symptoms of parasite infestation in an animal whether it be a horse, cow, goat, pig, llama, sheep, chicken or household pet will be similar. “The presence of worms in general is indicated when the following symptom picture is observed: staring; hidebound coat; appetite at one time poor, at another greedy; loss of flesh and condition; and occasional attacks of colic, or diarrhea and dry cough” [Moore 1873].    
Deworming Program 


Instituting a regular fecal check with the local veterinarian is a must. If the livestock owner has the inclination, purchasing of quality laboratory equipment and with some instruction, one can do on farm fecal checks.  Worming for only what is active in the herd will prevent overdosing of the chemical wormers.   -1-
Helminths - Nematodes

Nematodes consist of least seven different genera of roundworms living in the stomach and intestinal tract of mammals. Of the Ascarid family, Ascaris suum infects piglets, and Parascaris equiorum infects foals. 

 Ascaridia galli is an ever-present threat to young poultry. In fact, birds are susceptible to at least 20 different species of nematodes. Fortunately, mammalian livestock are not subject to infections from poultry nematodes.

 For routine treatments, I recommend Equiopathics Dewormer (or Worm Clr) manufactured by Washington Homeopathic Products for Equiopathics, LLC.  When used according to directions it generally yields results similar to the chemical wormers.  The philosophy behind homeopathic deworming therapy differs from the use of chemical parasiticides.  George McLeod, MRCVS, author of many veterinary homeopathic texts taught that the homeopathic dewormers make the stomach and intestinal tract an “unfit environment for the parasites”. 

Cestodes (Tapeworms)

Tapeworms of cattle are in the Moniezia family, those of horses are in the Anoplocephala family, and tapeworms of poultry are of many species. Infestations in birds occur when the intermediate hosts are eaten; some intermediate hosts are beetles, earthworms, slugs, snails, flies and arthropods. None of the bird tapeworms are a threat to mammalian livestock.
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Equiopathics Dewormer is prepared by combining homeopathic Granatum (Pomegranate) 3C, Kamala (Croton coccineus) 3C, Chenopodium anthelminticum (Wormseed) 3C and Filix Mas (Male Fern) 3C.  This combination of homeopathic medicines provides a natural means for the animal to expel tapeworms and roundworms.  This product stimulates the animal’s resistance to nematodes and cestodes – Dose daily for 14 days.  

Trematodes -Liver Fluke 

Fasciola hepatica is a parasitic flatworm which inhabits the bile ducts and has a complicated life-cycle involving the snail Limnaea truncatula.  Christopher Day, MRCVS in his text Homeopathic Treatment of Beef and Dairy Cattle states, “This snail depends upon damp conditions for its survival, so the disease usually only occurs near damp ground.  Appropriate anthelmintic and homeopathic therapy is the best approach to treatment, depending upon the signs shown.  Symptoms can be very variable indeed, with the result that the disease can easily be misdiagnosed.  Confirmation is by dung sample.  In absence of any other clearly indicated remedy, choose Nux vomica.  The disease is best prevented by management.” 
“Fasciola magna or Large American Liver Fluke has been reported in cattle and other ruminants including deer, their normal hosts. [Merck Veterinary Manuel, ninth edition, pg. 275] The life cycle is not completed in cattle and losses are confined to damaged livers found on processing the carcass.  In sheep and goats however, a few parasites can cause death due to extensive fluke migration in the liver parenchyma.” 

Controlling Disease from Liver Flukes 

Homeopathic medicines may improve the health of afflicted ruminants, however prevention is far superior to treating sick animals. Could we suggest some positive measures to begin for prevention and control?

1. Balance minerals in pasture soils
2. Avoid grazing deer on same pastures as domestic livestock

3. Prevent pastures from flooding

4. Control snails in as non-toxic manner as possible

5. Treat exposed ruminants according to the simillimum

Controlling Nematodes and Cestodes     

I recommend follow up fecal exams 30 days after the last dose of homeopathic medication.  Follow- up fecals every 30 – 60 days can be used as a guide to determine the repetition of the treatment.


As an alternative to the OTC dewormer product, I recommend the use of slightly different combinations.  This alternative requires a prescription and is available from my office.  Customizing the prescription according to the needs of the herd allows for maximum benefit.  Three of the medicines included are Abrotanum 3X, Chenopodium 3X and Santoninum 3x. 
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 Other medicines can be included in the combination according to the type of nematodes and cestodes on the farm.  It is best to call my office for a consultation (1-888-327-6838) so that the prescription contains the best formulation for your herd. 
Santoninum

The homeopathic preparation contains the unexpanded flower heads of Artemisia maritima, the same plant used to manufacture homeopathic Cina. Clinically, Santoninum acts synergistically with Chenopodium, or Abrotanum, or Cina to improve the resistance of livestock against certain internal parasites. Animals with difficult infestations may require Santoninum in combination with other medications. It cannot be bought over the counter, but is limited to prescription in all potencies.
Animal Ace – This an liquid herbal preparation of Black Walnut hulls, Hyssop, Wormwood, Cloves, organic Echinacea and other plants in a solution of organic apple cider vinegar. Animal Ace may be diluted with a little water and dosed orally, or it may be given on food. Animal Ace has a pleasant taste, readily accepted by most animals. It gives the patient’s breath a clean clove-like odor. It is not recommended for lactating animals because it may influence the flavor of milk as well.  Recommended dosing is twice daily for 7 days or once daily for 14 days.  
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Protozoa Parasites – Homeopathic Medications
 Coccidia - Rx: Mercurius corrosivus 30C three times daily and the Coccidia 30C nosode once daily. The source of the Coccidia nosode is from a patient with a confirmed diagnosis of the disease. Always include daily probiotic support – Fastrack Jump-Start Gel at 3 ml per dose for alpacas, 5 ml for calves, sheep and goats, and 15 ml for full sized cattle. 

Giardia - Rx: Mercurius corrosivus 30c three times daily and the Giardia 30C nosode once daily.  The source of Giardia 30C is a patient with a confirmed diagnosis of Giardia. Daily give Jump-Start Gel until the cria, calf, kid or lamb no longer has diarrhea and fecals are negative.

Cryptosporidium - Rx:  Mercurius corrosivus 30C three times daily and Cryptosporidium 30C nosode once daily.  The source for Crypto 30C nosode is a patient with a confirmed diagnosis of Crypto. Daily give Jump-Start Gel until the cria, calf, kid or lamb no longer has diarrhea and fecals are negative.  

External Parasites

The topical liquid Bovine Coat Conditioner contains organic tobacco extract, minerals and herbs.  It brings out a healthy coat in livestock, increasing resistance to insect stings.  It has been approved by several organic certifiers. 
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Bovine Coat Conditioner has been developed for improving skin and coat health in large and small animals. This is a natural product with no known toxic side effects. For Culicoides species (biting midges) and no-see-ums in the warmer months and lice in the colder months, apply with brush or sponge once daily or twice weekly. When pet animals are threatened with fleas, a daily misting can improve the coat so that the attraction is neutralized.
The Best Pasture for Each Species
Cattle can thrive on flat plateaus, meadows or hills. Rotation is key so that the herd does not stay in one paddock too long. Intensive rotation moves the herd every 12 hours; with less intensive patterns the move may occur every three days. Any chosen system requires that land be rested and that foliage regrows for 24 to 30 days. The days required are always flexible due to time of year and weather conditions. For example, during a mid-summer drought it may take longer than 30 days for recovery of grasses, dicotyledonous plants and herbs.

Birds (poultry) do well on almost any topography and like cattle should be offered pasture rotation and multi-species grazing. Because most worms (helminth species) are livestock species specific, multi-species grazing is the one most effective control program. Cattle parasites are digested and destroyed by chickens. Chicken parasites are no threat to ruminants, horses or pigs. 
Meadow fields that flood frequently can accommodate horses and cattle for a season, but are not fit pastures for small ruminants or pigs.
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Once there is a build-up of sheep, goat, or pig parasites in a meadow, it should be relegated to crop land. Infective larvae and live parasite eggs are very hardy. Grazing poultry can be extremely helpful to reduce populations of infective larvae from small ruminants and pigs on herbage and topsoil in meadows, but great management strides must be taken - except perhaps in non-flooding years.

Goats thrive on steep hills with lots of diverse greens to browse. They would rather eat multiflora rose, poison ivy vines, honeysuckle plants than the finest grasses in your pasture. They do well exercising on rock piles, providing there are nutritious greens nearby to chew on. Never expect goats to grow well on level lowlands, except in fast rotation against more appropriate sloping fields with hedgerows. Steep fields containing grasses, dicots, and herbs adjacent to meadows are ideal in a multi-species system in a fast rotation of three days or less.
Specific Requirements of Horses

Horses have their own peculiar needs. The equine will not graze anywhere near manure. When studying horse pasture you will notice many circles of tall grass, one around each manure pile. One reason for the discriminating grazing patterns is to avoid parasite larvae and infective eggs on the foliage. Discriminating grazing is a survivor behavior in a species not originally used to confinement. 
Today’s highly confined horses have owners who make matters worse  by dragging or harrowing the pastures and spreading the manure all over. 
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The result – some horses would rather eat hay and grain than make use of fresh growing greens that should be more desirable. Instead of seeking the better nutrition, their instinct resonates “Do not become parasitized!”
The Strongyle Family
Large Strongyles have plagued the Equine species likely since horses were domesticated. Three species predominate: Strongylus vulgaris, Strongylus edentatus, Strongylus equinus. S vulgaris is the most deadly because the parasite invades the Cranial Mesenteric artery and its branches. This dangerous strongyle must be respected if one is to raise healthy equines. Pasture rotation and multi-species grazing will be the keys to control Large Strongyles. 

Treatment with natural therapies are same as already been discussed. Trials with Equiopathic Dewormer and field trials with Animal Ace have been positive in all regards. Conventional anthelmintics are available for neglected cases and those with mesenteric artery damage. As with all other conditions of livestock, working closely with your holistic veterinarian is important so that progress can be closely monitored.  
Closing Thoughts
This very brief review of some parasite pests on farm livestock and pets is not an attempt to cover all. I suppose only a large textbook could be thorough enough to do so. After 40 plus years of practice, we have witnessed over and over again holistic programs that are successful. Some systems use homeopathy and some do not. Clearly, biological and energy methods have validity, especially when internal and external parasites have developed resistance to chemotherapeutics.
To quote Joel Salatin,” There are efficacious remedies for every malady out there.”                         -9-
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