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The early homeopathic physicians referred to the triturated medicine of Silicon compounds as Silicea.  The non-metallic element Silicon is found in the periodic table under Carbon. Like its neighbors in the periodic table, the element is extremely important to life on the earth. 




TEN PENNY NAIL

“Dolly won’t eat, and last night she vomited. Her milk production has dropped to half; we are really worried about her.”



Upon physical exam, an abscess near the lower fifth rib on the right side was palpated.   It was quite tender and Dolly’s temperature registered 104.  On a differential list of likely etiologies, it was determined that ingestion of metal (hardware disease) could be the most likely culprit.


All ruminants, not just cattle can swallow foreign material mixed with the forage. In this case, Dolly the female Saanen goat exhibited a healthy immune response and her body was working to wall off or expel a foreign body lodged between her ribs. Homeopathic Silicea is just about perfect for such a case as this. 



SAVING A COW AFTER CALVING INJURY

“You won’t ever get this cow pregnant. She has a mass of scar tissue involving the right ovary, the fallopian tube and the uterus. It is impossible to palpate the separate organs. Just milk her off and get rid of her.”


This had been the instructions given to an organic dairyman by a conventional large animal veterinarian at the time of a reproductive exam. The five year old Holstein had been fresh about 90 days.

The farmer related to the holistic vet that he did not want to cull his best cow. In response the homeopathic medicine Silicea was recommended.  Homeopathic Silicea in potency is almost perfect in these situations.  Fortunately, the farmer located the Silicea in his farm kit.   
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There are no mega-doses of antibiotics, or hormones, or corticosteroids to help here. For both of these patients there is no other treatment modality (not even surgery) which is as safe and effective as homeopathy. Often after surgery the patient is left with a larger scar than prior to the procedure.

Dolly the Saanen dairy goat received Silicea twice daily for three days then once daily for a week. After ten days of homeopathic therapy the abscess opened and the sharp point of a ten penny spike appeared puncturing the skin. The use of sterile instruments enabled the veterinarian to extract the nail from the muscles of the ribcage. The wound healed well with no scars.

Amos’ best Holstein received Silicea 30C once daily for two weeks, then once weekly for two months. Five months after the reproductive examination, she visited the herd bull and conceived. The cow went on to have several more calves and lived to a ripe old age. 




Homeopathic History

Samuel Hahnemann, the founder of homeopathic medicine knew that Silicon Dioxide in flint, sand, and quartz played a key role in health of plants, animals and human beings on the earth. The non-metallic element Silicon makes up one-fourth of the earth’s crust. Hahnemann believed that it was so important a substance that in early homeopathic investigations he employed the help of other people who volunteered as provers to test unknown medications. As in double blind studies, seven provers took the unknown medicine triturated from flint and kept journals or diaries lasting for months. 

In Nature, Silicea readily combines with Oxygen and a metal to become many important Silicates (kaolinite, feldspar, granite, micas, asbestos, zeolites, and many others). In homeopathic preparations Silicea was found by provers to strongly influence the GI tract, the skin and integument, including the eye, nails and hooves.  
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Keynotes for Prescribing Silicea

∙Digestive diseases of many sorts: there is imperfect assimilation of nutrients resulting in defective nutrition.


∙Diseases of the integument with dull coat, weak brittle hooves and nails, and dry skin which gets infected if injured.


∙Weakness of connective tissue; there is slow healing of bones, tendons and ligaments.


∙Injuries and infections lead to the formation of scars.



∙Foreign bodies or scar tissue in the body in need of removal;
Silicea softens and moves them to the exterior.


∙The patient has lack (want) of fiber or grit: physical, mental, or moral. 






SPLINTERS 

In another case, a four year old Standard bred gelding was purchased sound with an enlargement of the left hind canon bone. It appeared to be the result of an earlier injury and often would ooze serum or blood in drops. The large blemish (2 in. by 6 in.) consisted of scar tissue, dry skin and brittle short hair.

Is there foreign material in this old wound? In an earlier and similar Equine case the medicine Silicea dosed weekly for five months resulted in expulsions of splinters of fence boards and eventually elimination of the scar tissue. One year later the leg had remodeled so that both hind legs matched again.





Llama Teeth


“Louie” suffered with chronic infection of the jaw. Two years previously, he had had the canine tooth sawed off because of herd fighting.  When the canine tooth is sawed off at the gum line, it exposes the pulp of that tooth to a variety of microbes and infection.  An alternative to sawing off the tooth is to file the sharp points off the offending teeth.  Louie had been on every antibiotic known to veterinary medicine over a two year period.  The pocket of pus under his lower jaw would recede a bit when he was on antibiotics, but as soon as the treatment was finished, the infection would come roaring back.
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It was a roller coaster ride for nearly two years.  The owners had invested a large amount of money in to the antibiotic therapy.  The first homeopathic medicine given was Silicea 200c once daily for 10 days.  Calcarea phosphorica is low potency followed daily beginning on the eleventh day.  Being a five-year old, Louie may have been experiencing an imbalance in his calcium-phosphorus intake, which could also have contributed to his inability to become well.  


In 10 days the swelling and discharge had resolved.  At that point Calcarea phosphorica was begun once a day for two weeks.  Six months passed – still all quiet.  Two years later, the same – all healed. The homeopathic remedies Silicea, Calcarea phosphorica, Calcarea carbonica, and Hepar sulph have served the Camelid community well when it comes to oral and dental health. 




Good fiber for God’s Creatures


About thirty years ago dietary fiber began to be the topic of conversation anytime people gathered. Even today in grocery stores, health food stores, churches, or beauty parlors the conversation often goes this way: “Are you sure that your bread (or cereal) is providing enough dietary fiber?”


Thirty years ago one bakery in order to boost fiber put wood chips in their bread. When consumers developed severe digestive diseases like intestinal ulcers, irritable bowel syndrome and malabsorption syndrome (idiopathic sprue), the deception was revealed.

Animals and human being require natural digestible fiber in food like they would encounter in nature. In the human diet, whole, raw and fresh foods continue to increase in popularity.


The topic of fiber and health could not be more appropriate in an article about homeopathic Silicea. If the plant has poor fiber it will fall over in the wind and rain; the stalk may break off. When that plant is fed to livestock, poor absorption of nutrients results and the animals are in a vulnerable state: poor growth, lower production, and more likely to contract illness.


In the short term, homeopathy can save the day. In the long term, we must improve the nutrition on the farm, and that begins in the soil.
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Best Livestock Feed

The most nutritious grains are whole grains with the fiber from the hull, and straw. The straw of oats, barley, and spelt has a healing action on inflamed intestinal mucosa. If we observe ruminants with indigestion, they preferentially try to consume straw. Many times horses with colic will do the same. Straw may not heal actually intestinal ulcers, but it appears to be a physiological benefit so that peristalsis is improved. 


Impaction and ulceration is the enemy of all farm animals, and can be as deadly as diarrhea and dysentery. Synthetic additives to feed will never take the place of natural plant fiber from whole plants and whole grains.
CAUTION! SILICEA SHOULD NOT BE GIVEN TO ANY PERSON OR ANIMAL WITH AN IMPLANT! Just like it removes splinters, and scar tissue, it may recognize an implant as a foreign body and remove it.
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